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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office Action is in response to Applicant's Amendment filed on December 
30, 2004. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3, 5, -10, 12 and 14-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Leong et al. (US 6,687,018) in view of Al-Kazily et al. (US 6,621,589). 

5. Regarding Claim 1 , Leong et al teach a printing system (network printing system 
100) comprising: at least one customer service system (spooler server 410) for 
receiving, order information representing the content of an order of a customer for a 
print (spooler 410 receives print requests from one or more clients 200); a plurality of 
laboratory servers (output devices 500) for outputting the print based on the order 
information transferred from the customer service system that has received the order 
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information; and an order assigning system existing between the at-Ieast-one customer 
service system and the laboratory servers, for receiving the order information from the 
customer service system, for selecting one of the laboratory servers to output the print 
based on predetermined information, and for transferring the order information to the 
selected laboratory server (supervisor 420 receives the print jobs from the spooler 410, 
interprets the print jobs for print instructions and parameters, passes the print data, 
instructions and parameters to the appropriate output device 500, and handles any 
responses made by the output device 500) (col. 6, lines 4-24). 

Leong et al fail to teach a printing system distinctly pointing out that the order 
information (print data) is transferred via a network, even though the printing system 
being taught is called a network printing system. 

Al-Kazily et al teach a printing system, distinctly pointing out that the order 
information (print data) is transferred via a network (Fig. 1) (network 108) (client 
computers 102 and 104 communicate with the printers 106 over a data communications 
network 108). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the teachings of Leong with the teaching of Al- 
Kazily to transmit print data to the printers via a network since it is common practice for 
computers to communicate with printers via a network. 

6. Regarding Claim 2, Leong et al teach a printing system, the customer service 
system transferring the order information and flow information representing a flow of the 
print to the order assigning system, and the order assigning system using the flow 
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information as the predetermined information (supervisor 420 receives the print jobs 
from the spooler 410, interprets the print jobs for print instructions and parameters, 
passes the print data, instructions and parameters to the appropriate output device 500, 
and handles any responses made by the output device 500) (col. 4, lines 4-24). 

7. Regarding Claim 3, Leong et al teach a printing system, wherein the order 
assigning system detects a load status of each of the laboratory servers at the time of 
receiving the order information and uses a result of the detection as the predetermined 
information (Fig. 6, S800). 

8. Regarding Claim 5, Leong et al teach a printing system, wherein the 
predetermined information is information specifying one of the laboratory servers 
described in the order information by the customer (spooler 410 can also receive client 
management requests that apply to the spooler 410 or to spooler elements, which 
include the logical printers 412) (col. 4, lines 4-18). 

9. Regarding Claim 7, Leong et al teach a printing system, the order assigning 
system transferring information related to the selected laboratory to the customer 
service system that received the order information (spooler 410 can also receive client 
management requests that apply to the spooler 410 or to spooler elements, which 
include the logical printers 412), the customer service system generating selection 
information for determining a desired one of the laboratory servers based on the 
information and transferring the selection information to the order assigning system 
(spooler 410 converts the print requests into print jobs), and the order assigning system 
using the selection information as the predetermined information (supervisor 420 
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receives the print jobs from the spooler, interprets the print jobs for print instructions and 
parameters, passes the print data, instructions and parameters to the appropriate output 
device 500) (col. 4, lines 4-41). 

10. Regarding Claim 8, Leong et al teach a printing system comprising: a plurality of 
laboratory servers (output devices 500) for outputting a print based on order information 
representing the content of an order for the print; and at least one order receiving 
assigning system for receiving the order information from a customer, for selecting, 
based on predetermined information, one of the laboratory servers to output the print 
(spooler 410 can also receive client management requests that apply to the spooler 410 
or to spooler elements, which include the logical printers 412) (col. 4, lines 4-18), and 
for transferring the order information to the selected laboratory server (supervisor 420 
receives the print jobs from the spooler 410, interprets the print jobs for print instructions 
and parameters, passes the print data, instructions and parameters to the appropriate 
output device 500, and handles any responses made by the output device 500) (col. 4, 
lines 4-41). 

Leong et al fail to teach a printing system distinctly pointing out that the order 
information (print data) is transferred via a network, even though the printing system 
being taught is called a network printing system. 

Al-Kazily et al teach a printing system, distinctly pointing out that the order 
information (print data) is transferred via a network (Fig. 1) (network 108) (client 
computers 102 and 104 communicate with the printers 106 over a data communications 
network 108). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the teachings of Leong with the teaching of Al- 
Kazily to transmit print data to the printers via a network since it is common practice for 
computers to communicate with printers via a network. 

1 1 . Claim 9 is rejected for the same reason as claim 2. 

12. Claim 10 is rejected for the same reason as claim 3. 

1 3. Claim 1 2 is rejected for the same reason as claim 5. 

14. Claim 14 is rejected for the same reason as claim 7. 

15. Regarding Claim 15, Leong et al teach a printing method for outputting a print by 
using a plurality of laboratory servers based on order information representing the 
content of an order for the print, the printing method comprising the steps of: receiving 
the order information transferred from a customer service system receiving the order 
information described by a customer (spooler 410 receives print requests from one or 
more clients 200); selecting one of the laboratory servers to output the print, based on 
predetermined information (spooler 410 can also receive client management requests 
that apply to the spooler 410 or to spooler elements, which include the logical printers 
412) (col. 4, lines 4-18); and transferring the order information to the selected laboratory 
server (supervisor 420 receives the print jobs from the spooler, interprets the print jobs 
for print instructions and parameters, passes the print data, instructions and parameters 
to the appropriate output device 500) (col. 4, lines 4-41). 
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Leong et al fail to teach a printing system distinctly pointing out that the order 
information (print data) is transferred via a network, even though the printing system 
being taught is called a network printing system. 

Al-Kazily et al teach a printing system, distinctly pointing out that the order 
information (print data) is transferred via a network (Fig. 1) (network 108) (client 
computers 102 and 104 communicate with the printers 106 over a data communications 
network 108). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the teachings of Leong with the teaching of Al- 
Kazily to transmit print data to the printers via a network since it is common practice for 
computers to communicate with printers via a network. 

16. Claim 16 is rejected for the same reason as claim 15. 

17. Regarding Claim 17, Long et al teach a printing method for outputting a print by 
using a plurality of laboratory servers based on order information representing the 
content of an order for the print and transferred, the printing method comprising the 
steps of: receiving the order information described by a customer (spooler 410 receives 
print requests from one or more clients 200); selecting one of the laboratory servers to 
output the print, based on predetermined information spooler 410 can also receive client 
management requests that apply to the spooler 410 or to spooler elements, which 
include the logical printers 412) (col. 4, lines 4-18); and transferring the order 
information to the selected laboratory server (supervisor 420 receives the print jobs from 
the spooler, interprets the print jobs for print instructions and parameters, passes the 
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print data, instructions and parameters to the appropriate output device 500) (col. 4, 
lines 4-41). 

Leong et al fail to teach a printing system distinctly pointing out that the order 
information (print data) is transferred via a network, even though the printing system 
being taught is called a network printing system. 

Al-Kazily et al teach a printing system, distinctly pointing out that the order 
information (print data) is transferred via a network (Fig. 1) (network 108) (client 
computers 102 and 104 communicate with the printers 106 over a data communications 
network 108). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the teachings of Leong with the teaching of Al- 
Kazily to transmit print data to the printers via a network since it is common practice for 
computers to communicate with printers via a network. 

1 8. Claims 1 8-21 are rejected for the same reason as claim 1 7. 

19. Claims 4, 6, 11, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Leong et al. and Al-Kazily et al. as applied to claiml above, and 
further in view of Schwarz, Jr. (US 6,479,927). 

20. Regarding Claim 4, Leong et al and Al-Kazily et al fail to teach a printing system 
wherein the predetermined information is an address of the customer included in the 
order information. 

Schwarz teaches a printing system, wherein the predetermined information is an 
address of the customer included in the order information (token printer assignment 
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system where the job ticket token includes the characteristic information regarding a 
print job (col. 4, lines 48-53). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the teachings of Leong and Al-Kazily with the 
teaching of Schwarz to add the customer address and content of the order to the 
predetermined information to identify the owners and contents of the print jobs. 

21 . Regarding Claim 6, Leong et al and Al-Kazily et al fail to teach a printing system, 
wherein the predetermined information is the content of the order included in the order 
information. 

Schwarz teaches a printing system, wherein the predetermined information the 
content of the order included in the order information (token printer assignment system 
where the job ticket token includes the characteristic information regarding a print job 
(col. 4, lines 48-53). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the teachings of Leong and Al-Kazily with the 
teaching of Schwarz to add the customer address and content of the order to the 
predetermined information to identify the owners and contents of the print jobs. 

22. Claim 1 1 is rejected for the same reason as claim 4. 

23. Claim 13 is rejected for the same reason as claim 6. 
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Conclusion 

24. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Yacoub (US 6,552,813) discloses a virtual printer for print jobs printed on 
networked printers. 

Yagita (US 6,654,137) disclose a print system which is capable of selected a 
client to which detailed print information is transmitted from among a plurality of clients 
when a user performs manual-feed printing in a network environment. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Satwant K. Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7468. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8am - 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on (571) 272-7471 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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